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READING – Luke 2:21-35 

21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named Jesus, the name the 
angel had given him before he was conceived. 

Jesus Presented in the Temple 
22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary 
took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every 
firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”[a]), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is 
said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”  

 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him 
by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the 
Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him 
what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
 
29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
    you may now dismiss[c] your servant in peace. 
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and the glory of your people Israel.” 
 
33 The child’s father and mother marvelled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed 
them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
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CANDLEMAS PRAYER 
 
Lord God, you are the source of everlasting light. 
Your son, our beloved Lord Jesus  
was presented in the temple 40 days after his birth. 
He was recognised by Simeon and Anna,  
and welcomed as the promised Messiah. 
May we like them, behold the glory of the Lord Jesus. 
Grant that we may stand before you  
with hearts cleansed by your forgiving love. 
May we serve you all our days  
and make your name known  
as we worship you as our Lord.  
So may we come by your grace  
to eternal life. 
AMEN 
 
 

 
 
 
SONG 
There is a candle in every soul 
Some brightly burning, some dark and cold 
And there is a spirit who brings a fire 
Ignites a candle and makes his home 
 



Carry your candle, and run to the darkness 
Seek out the helpless, confused and torn 
And hold out your candle for all to see it 
Take your candle, and go light your world 
Take your candle, and go light your world 
 
Frustrated brother, see how he's tried to 
Light his own candle some other way 
See now your sister, she's been robbed and lied to 
Still holds a candle without a flame 
 
So carry your candle, and run to the darkness 
Seek out the lonely, the tired and worn 
And hold out your candle for all to see it 
Take your candle, and go light your world 
Take your candle, and go light your world 
 
'Cause we are a family whose hearts are blazing 
So let's raise our candles and light up the sky 
Praying to our Father, in the name of Jesus 
Make us a beacon in darkest times 
 
Carry your candle, and run to the darkness 
Seek out the helpless, deceived and poor 
Hold out your candle for all to see it 
Take your candle, and go light your world 
Take your candle, and go light your world 
 
Carry your candle, run to the darkness 
Seek out the helpless, confused and torn 
Hold out your candle for all to see it 
Take your candle, and go light your world 
Take your candle, and go light your world 
Take your candle, and go light your world 


